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Background
IPCC workshop (2015)

“Set up a process of close collaboration with
WCRP´s CORDEX and CMIP“

Review of WCRP
”WCRP’s approach to 
regional climate issues 

and the links to 
applications require 
further and careful 

thought”) 



Background (cont.)
WCRP action: 

Scoping a framework for WCRP Regional Activities (workshop 2016)

Leg 1
Foundational Climate

Science
Regional climate projections

CORDEX (FPS) + 
HighResMIP + CP

Leg 2
Application-inspired 

Climate Science
Research for 

“Actionable knowledge”

Leg 3
Trans-disciplinary 

Engagement

Dialogue with boundary 
organisations 

JSC launched an
International call

to establish a: 
Coordination Office for 

WCRP Regional Activities
(CORA)



Wiebke Schubotz
Hamburg, Germany

Beatriz Balino
Bergen, Norway

The hosts
Mandate

• To identify opportunities, resources and
partners to promote regional climate
science in order to address key challenges in
delivering regional information

• Assist in integration and synergy of
regional activities within WCRP in
cooperation with all its bodies, particularly
with CORDEX

The CORA office (2019-2021)



We asked the community…

What can CORA do for you?

1. How could CORA support the coordination and integration of [CP,
GC, WG] on-going regional climate science with other WCRP
activities?

2. Does [CP, GC, WG] plan on new regional activities or ideas for
regional projects? If so, how could CORA assist you with those?

3. Are there any other ways in which CORA could support your work?



WGCM

Facilitate the engagement of 

WGCM, WGRC and CORDEX 

for use of high-res global modelling & 

regional modelling for  

projections on regional climates

Some answers from the Survey



S2S
1) Help the coordination of 

proof-of-concept case studies between 
CORDEX for S2S high-resolution 

modelling/downscaling 
to produce

“forecasts of opportunity” 

2) Coordinate pilot studies
to improve operational forecasts of 

climate-hazard early warning 
for applications in 

climate services at WMO´s GFCS

Some answers from the Survey (cont.)



Some answers from the Survey (cont.)

WGSIP
“Information for decision making project"

i. Improve methods to produce local climate 
information from ensemble forecasts

ii. Combine sub-seasonal and seasonal forecasts to 
predict, e.g. frequency of weather regimes

iii. Capacity building relating to (i) and (ii)



• Refining the input from the 
Survey

• Building a database on 
WCRP regional climate 
activities

• Supports GEWEX in the 
setup of a prospective 
Regional Hydroclimate 
Project in Central Asia

• WCRP Task Team on 
Regional Activities

On-going activities



WCRP Task Team on Regional Activities

Terms of Reference 
1. Provide recommendations on climate science and information for climate 

services and decision-making at regional and national levels
2. Co-develop a concrete 2-year work plan with existing WCRP regional 

activities
3. Co-develop structures and elements for WCRP Implementation Plan to 

empower WCRP research priorities on climate information for regions

Goal
To advise the JSC on the structure of Objective 4 of the Strategic Plan:

“Bridging science and society“

Members
• CORDEX, CORA, WG Regional Climate and GC Extremes
• Representatives from JSC and JPS 

Note: open membership!



In an Nutshell

CORA is…

• A new resource to WCRP: 2 full-time positions

• A support and coordination body to the entire WCRP
• Currently setting up a WCRP database on regional

activities
• A member of the Task Team on Regional Activities to

advise on the structure of WCRP objective 4: Bridging
science and society



Thank You 

www.wcrp-climate.org/cora-overview
cora@wcrp-climate.org



Division of Tasks

WCRP 
Activities CORA-GERICS CORA-BCCR

Core Projects
& IPOs GEWEX, CORDEX CliC, CLIVAR, SPARC

Grand 
Challenges

• Water for the food 
baskets of the world

• Regional sea level 
changes and coastal 
impacts

• Weather and climate 
extremes

• Melting Ice and global 
consequences

• Clouds, circulation and 
climate sensitivity

• Carbon feedbacks in the 
climate system

• Near-term climate 
prediction

Regions Africa, Europe, 
South America

North America, Asia, 
Oceania, Poles



Some answers from the Survey

Facilitate the engagement of WGCM,
WGRC and CORDEX on use of both
high-resolution global modelling and
regional modelling for projections on
regional climates.

Help in coordination of proof-of-concept
case studies between CORDEX for S2S
high-resolution modelling/downscaling for
“forecasts of opportunity”.

Coordinate pilot studies to improve
operational forecasts of climate-
hazard early warning. This will result
in applications for climate service at
WMO´s GFCS

Communicate to WGSIP region-
specific needs for sub-seasonal to
decadal climate prediction research.

Help disseminate the “Annual-decadal
Climate Update”, a product of the GC
on Near-term Climate Prediction

Display planned workshops on regional
science in a central website to identify
common themes/opportunities.

Help organizing a joint workshop with
groups on near-term climate prediction,
GC-NTCP, WGSIP, DCPP and regional
efforts in other WCRP entities to
elaborate a common goal.

Support the Core Projects with

their current initiative.


